
Buc-ee’s Aims To Build 'World's 
Biggest Convenience Store' in 
Central Texas 
New Store, Offering 120 Fuel Pumps, To Be Chain's 
Largest at 75,000 Square Feet 

Buc-ee's will be replacing its store in Luling, Texas, a small town about one hour south of 
Austin, with a 75,000-square-foot travel center. (CoStar) 

By Parimal M. Rohit 
CoStar News 
June 13, 2022 | 4:59 P.M. 

A recognizable brand of convenience stores and gas 
stations in Texas and other Southern states is planning to 
build a new store in Central Texas that is expected to beat 
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its own record of what it touts as the largest convenience 
store in the world. 

Buc-ee’s is planning to start construction this fall on a 
75,000-square-foot travel center in Luling, Texas, a small 
town about one hour south of Austin. Buc-ee's new Luling 
store along Interstate 10 between San Antonio and 
Houston is being built next to an existing 24,000-square-
foot Buc-ee’s at 10070 Interstate 10 that will be 
demolished once the new store is operational. The 
existing Luling store opened in 2003 and was Buc-ee’s 
first family travel center. 

A Buc-ee's location in New Braunfels, Texas, about an 
hour west of Luling, currently holds the world record for 
largest convenience store at 66,335 square feet, the 
company said. But that record is expected to get eclipsed 
by a store Buc-ee's has under construction in Sevierville, 
Tennessee, near Knoxville that is 74,000 square feet. 

But the new Buc-ee's in Luling will "ensure the nation's 
largest Buc-ee's remains where it belongs," and that's in 
Texas, according to a statement from Buc-ee's. The 
privately owned company was founded in 1982 in Lake 
Jackson, Texas, which is about an hour south of Houston, 
by Arch “Beaver” Aplin III and Don Wasek and has grown 
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to be a multimillion-dollar company with about 35 
locations in the Lone Star State. 

Buc-ee's, which has a beaver logo after its co-founder's 
nickname, began to expand outside of Texas for the first 
time in 2019 and has since opened stores or announced 
plans to build stores in Alabama, Colorado, Florida, 
Georgia, Kentucky, Mississippi, Missouri, South 
Carolina and Tennessee. 

Buc-ee's has a cult-like following and is known for its 
expansive and clean bathrooms, large number of fuel 
pumps, and unique merchandise and private-label food 
options, such as so-called beaver nuggets, which are corn 
nuggets. 

Aplin recently donated $50 million to his alma mater 
Texas A&M University to build an academic center across 
the street from the Texas A&M Hotel and Conference 
Center in College Station. The Aplin Center will offer new 
university programs in hospitality, retail studies and food 
product development. 

The new Buc-ee’s location in Luling is expected to have 
120 fuel pumps. The company did not reply to inquiries 
about whether the location will have any electric vehicle 
charging stations. CoStar News previously reported Buc-
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ee’s planned to install 26 Tesla charging stations at stores 
in seven states, but the locations were not disclosed. 
Several convenience store and gas station owners across 
the country are wrestling with decisions about whether to 
dedicate existing space to EV chargers or buy more land to 
make room for them as the auto industry is getting ready 
to churn out a record number of EVs. 

 
The Growing Property Puzzle for Gas Stations: Embrace Electric 
Vehicles or Wait and See 

Buc-ee’s new Luling location would employ at least 200 
workers once operational, according to the statement. The 
company is working with the city of Luling, the Luling 
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Economic Development Corp. and Caldwell County 
throughout the development process, but more 
information or details about any possible financial 
incentives offered to Buc-ee's were not disclosed. 

“Buc-ee's has grown into an iconic Texas brand that now 
shares our Texas pride with new stores throughout the 
Southeast and West,” Stan Beard, director of real estate 
for Buc-ee’s, said in a statement. “We are humbled to 
have this opportunity to strengthen our roots in Texas 
and will continue to exceed our customers' expectations 
every chance we get.” 

Buc-ee’s website also claims it holds the world record for 
the longest car wash. The 255-foot-long car wash at Buc-
ee’s in Katy in the Houston area is the longest such car 
wash in the world, according to the company. 
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